
Home Buying Guide: 

"World Class Real Estate Experience"

Learn the details 



The Walgrave Real Estate Group was founded by
Team Leader, Jason Walgrave. 

With nearly twenty Years in the Real Estate
Industry, Jason has built a team that is equipped

with the best possible resources to assist any
buyer during the home buying process.  

 
The Walgrave Real Estate Group is a part of

RE/MAX Advantage Plus, and the Minnesota real
estate Team, which has been the #1 Re/MAx team

in the world since 2009. 
 

Our goal is to provide our clients with the best
possible services and representation.  State-of-

the-art marketing, aggressive negotiation, hard
work and honesty, enables us to provide

outstanding service.  This is why we are one of
the top teams in the country.  

"Hello,
Thank you for reaching out to us about
buying a home! We look forward to helping
you and offering great possibilities when it
comes to buying a home!"
                                                     ~The Walgrave Real

Estate Group
www.walgrave.com



Introduction

Buyer
Start Here

art House 
Hunting

The Buying Process is a combination of excitement, stress and new
experiences. Buying a home is not a purchase that people make on a
regular basis, which is why it is so important to have expert
helping you through the process.
 
Take a moment to review our statistics. Then, Our seven steps to
buying a home will provide all the helpful resources you need to
assist you during the home buying process. Keep this book on hand
during your home buying process to take notes and for
reference.  
 

www.walgrave.com

Our Statistics

MN Real Estate Team 2018: Sold 1,754 Homes, $477 Million
 
We are part of the #1 RE/MAX Team in the World
 
Our Team's Average Days on Market for listings: 30 days
(2019) 
        -Twin Cities Region Average days on market is 58
 
Our Team Leader is the #1 Agent on the #1 RE/MAX Team in
the World
 
RE/MAX: The #1 name in real estate
#1 in brand awareness
 
RE/MAX is who homebuyers and sellers think of first
 



7 Steps to Buying a Home
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Defining Your Goals
Determine Why You Are Buying a Home

Before you begin looking for a Realtor or viewing properties
the most important thing you can do is determine why you
are purchasing a house, how you are going to purchase the
house and what kind of house you want to buy. Determining
your goals right from the get go will help you through the rest
of the home buying experience. 
 
Why are you purchasing a home?
Are you a first time home buyer? 
Are you out growing your current home and need more
space?
Are you looking to be in a different location?
Are you looking to purchase a second or investment home?
 
How are you going to purchase the home?
Will you need to get a mortgage?
Do you have the cash saved up?
 
This is a good time to start taking some time to calculate
your monthly budget, by having that information written
down you will be able to determine how much you can
afford. 
 
What kind of house do you need?
Single Family?
Town House?
2 or 3 bedrooms
 
Taking the time right now to determine these goals will put
you in a solid position to begin searching for home buying
needs!
 
 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

Keep in Mind: 
Mortgage rates are
the biggest factor in
home affordability.

The lower the
mortgage rate you
can get, the more

homes you will find
that fit in your

budget



Partner with a REALTOR

It is important to work with a Realtor who is committed to working
with you and dedicated to finding you the right home.
 
Your Realtor should be RESPONSIBLE for educating you on the
buying process. 
 
They should take the time to UNDERSTAND your property
requirements, and your goals.  
 
Your Realtor will RESEARCH the market for you and set you up on
searches that will put you in front of the properties you need to see. 
 
They will VIEW and ASSESS the homes with you and provide
analysis and advice on each property. 

Thought: Your
REALTOR should

represent you with
high quality service.

The seller has a
representative

looking out for
their best interest,

shouldn't you have
an expert on your

side too? 

Get Pre-Approved

The Pre-Approval process involves meeting with a mortgage lender
and authorizing them to examine your current financial situation and
credit history. They will then be able to determine the amount and
rate you will be able to borrow. 
 
It is very beneficial to get pre-approved. You will know what you can
afford prior to looking at homes, and as a qualified buyer you will be
taken more serious when you make and offer. 

Loan Process
1. Application &

Interview
2. Underwriting
3. Title Company
4. Loan Approval

5. Funding

                             Your Home Buying Team
 
Realtors Name:_____________________________________
Cell Phone Number________________________________
Email Address______________________________________
Loan Officers Name:________________________________
Cell Phone Number________________________________
Email_______________________________________________



House Hunting

Most Buyers start their search online, but there are other means to finding
the perfect house such as Newspapers, Real Estate Magazine and
visiting open houses. 
 

Previewing new properties at Realtor Open Houses.
Technology that automatically sends you new home matches
immediately.
Homes that are not actually on the market such as "for sale by owner,"
and "Coming Soon," discounted brokerages, and expired listings. 
Emailing specific home requirements to agents in the area so they
know you are a qualified purchaser.

 

Tip:
You might end

up viewing a
lot of homes so

make sure to
keep notes!

Remember
The goals you

made earlier in
the process. Don't
lose sight of what

you want and
need!

Address 1: ____________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________
Address 2: ___________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________
Address 3: ___________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________
Address 4: ___________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________
Address 5: ___________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________
Address 6: ___________________________________________________
Thoughts:___________________________________________________

_

As your Realtor I have access to:



Make an offer

When you find that perfect house, it is time to write an
offer. The offer protects and represents your interests
while remaining legally binding upon final acceptance.
There are many components to an offer, and your
Realtor will walk you through the entire process. 

Things to Consider in your Offer

1. Home Inspections
We recommend every buyer request a
private home inspection! An Inspection
contingency can protect you in case you
find issues with the house during the
inspection period. If you find unwanted
surprises in the home inspection you can
request repairs, cancel the sale or move
forward and accept the defects.  

2. Financing Contingency
Even though you went through the pre-
approval process, your Realtor might
suggest adding a financing contingency to
your offer, to protect you in the case you
are unable to secure final loan approval. 

4. Closing Costs
Many buyers will request money from the
seller for closing costs and other
expenses. Your Realtor will advise you on
how to handle this when writing up your
offer. 

3. Earnest Money
Earnest money is given to the seller to
show that you as the buyer are serious
about purchasing the home. The amount
is generally 1-2% of the purchase price. It
is refundable under certain circumstances.
Your earnest money will not be deposited
until your offer is fully accepted. The
money will then go into a trust account and
is applied to your settlement charges/down
payment at closing. 

_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

5. Closing Date
Choose a closing date that allows enough
time for you to prepare to move, however,
also keep in mind what the sellers may
need as well.



Once the offer has been accepted, the first step is to remove the contingencies, such as the
inspection. After all the contingencies have been removed our team will work with you to
ensure a smooth closing. 
 

After the Offer is Accepted

1. Your Realtor will submit your final
Purchase Agreement to your loan officer
Once your loan officer receives the final
purchase agreement they will request
additional documentation from you and will
work on securing your home loan. 

2. Complete the Home Inspection
Upon the final acceptance of your offer you
will schedule your home inspection. We can
recommend a trusted home inspector if you
do not know one. 

3. Title work will be ordered
Your loan officer or Realtor will send your
purchase agreement to the title company 
who will then begin the process of checking
the title of your new home for defects. They
will ensure any liens against the property
are satisfied and transfer the deed to your
name. They will also set the closing location
and time based on your schedule. 

4. An Appraisal will be ordered
Your loan officer will order an appraisal of
the property on your behalf. This is to be
sure that what you are paying for the
home is a reflection of fair market value in
the opinion of the appraiser.

5. Your loan will go to underwriting
Once your loan officer has gathered and
prepared all of the additional documentation
needed for your loan he/she will send your
file to underwriting where all of the
information provided will be verified. Once
underwriting verifies all of the information
given, your loan will receive "final
approval." The underwriters commonly
request additional information and
documentation, don't worry if there are
additional requests during this time.

 
Things to expect before closing: 

6. Final Walk Through
Your final walk through will assure you that the
home is the same (or better) as it was when
you made the offer. This is also the time to
verify that any work orders from the home
inspection were completed. Your Realtor will
schedule this with you, preferably the day or
two prior to closing. 

Preparing for the closing

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

 



Time to Move in 
Moving into a new home is exiting but can also
be stressful, these moving tips can make it a
little easier on you. 

1. Start packing the items you don't need as soon as you know you're moving
2. Don't over pack. Heavier items should be packed in small moving boxes. Make sure to
seal each box with tape. 
3. Organize and label your boxes.
4. Pack a separate moving box for things you will need immediately, and make sure you
put this box in the truck last.
5. Pack and unpack over a padded surface, this will prevent things from breaking.
6. Choose your packing paper wisely. Lampshades and fine china should not be packed in
newspaper because the ink can stain. 

Fees to expect 

Fee for running your credit report
Loan origination fee
Appraisal Fee
Underwriting fee- Evaluating a mortgage loan
application
Survey fee-covers the cost of verifying property
liens

 

 

Recording fee or Property Transfer Tax, which
is paid to a city or county in exchange for
recording the new land records 
Escrow Deposit which may pay for a couple
months property taxes and private mortgage
insurance 

Title Insurance, which protects the lender in case
the title isn't clean
Title search fees, which pay for background
check on the title to ensure there aren't things
such as unpaid mortgages or tax liens on the
property

Home Inspection Fees
Radon Inspection Fees
Home Warranty

Mortgage Insurance & Fees Property Transfer Fees

Legal Fees Inspection Fees

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________



Common Mistakes
for Home Buyers

1. Going over budget- Just because you qualify doesn't mean you can afford the monthly payments,
plus all your other ongoing costs.
2. Overlooking the importance of location- Loving the house will not be enough.
3. Not pre-qualifying for a mortgage.
4. Not shopping for the most suitable mortgage to match your requirements.
5. Not understanding all the terms and conditions, interest rates, length of contract, mortgage types and
rates, before selecting your mortgage.
6. Buying a new home before you sold your old home.
7. Not understanding the true costs associated with buying your home. 
8. Not using professionals to assist in all aspects of purchasing a new home, including a mortgage
professional, home inspector, Realtor, or a moving company. 



Moving Checklist
8 Weeks Before Move

Create a "Move File" to keep track of all your estimates, receipts and other
important information

Contact the Chamber of Commerce to request new resident packet

Create a floor plan of your new home for furniture and appliance placement

Make inventory of household items

Arrange for school transfer

Ask for doctor and dental referrals; arrange for transfer of medical and
dental records

Fill out change-of-address card with post office

Clean out all closets and drawers

Begin using frozen foods and cleaning supplies that cannot be moved

4-6  Weeks Before Move

Get packing supplies: boxes, packing paper, tape, markers

Arrange for house, carpet and drapery cleaning

Arrange for move of pets

Arrange for move of plants

Schedule connection of utility services at your new home and
disconnection at your old home

Electricity
Gas
Water/Sewer

Telephone/DSL
Garbage/recycling
Cable/satellite

Arrange for transfer of homeowner's/renter's insurance

Begin packing

Make travel arrangements

Purchase locks for your new home or arrange to have them installed
upon moving in

Check with your insurance company to confirm your possessions are
covered during transit

Set aside critical documents and items you will keep with you such as
birth certificates, passports etc

2-3  Weeks Before Move

Transfer prescriptions

Change address:

Bank accounts

Credit card bills

Employer
Health, life, and auto
insurance policies

Newspaper

Magazines

Family and friends- send change of
address cards 

Hold a moving sale or sell online via ebay.  Donate leftover items to
charities

Order new checks

1-5 Days Before Move

Contact the Chamber of Commerce to request new resident packet

Close out safe deposit box

Confirm travel arrangements

Confirm arrival time of movers/pick-up time of rental truck

Have payment and snacks ready for movers

Gather and clean outdoor furniture

Return cable box, cable modem, DSL modem if necessary

Organize keys

Clean House

Finish packing

Pack a suitcase with clothing and other personal items

Have an adequate amount of cash for any travel expenses you cannot
pay for with a credit card

Make child care arrangements for moving day

Pets. If traveling with you, make sure you have an adequate supply of
food, medications, leashes, travel cage and water dish packed in the
car

Pack a cooler with drinks and snacks

Moving Day

Ensure your utilities have been connected

Double-check that all cupboards, closets, dishwasher and other
appliances are empty

Give movers a tour and instructions for what is being moved

Take note of your utility readings

Leave a note with your contact information in the house so that the
new residents can forward any items left behind and forward any stray
mail

Keep a friend of family informed of your moving schedule and any
new contact information, in case of an emergency or unforseen event

Check your possessions carefully as soon as possible and note any
damaged items

Change address:

Within 30 Days of Move

Driver's license
Auto Registration
Voter's Registration

Re-establish safe deposit box

Enjoy new home!



Recommended Resources

Mike Ouverson with Leader One Financial
Mortgage Lender

612-202-8321
mikeouverson@Leader1.com

applywithmike.com
 

Trademark Title Services
952-226-7901

www.TrademarkTitle.com
 

Precision Real Estate Services
Home Inspections

612-850-1393
www.presmn.com

HMS Home Warranty
612-267-7340

www.hmsnational.com

Details Home Services
House Cleaning

612-216-1751
www.detailsservices.com

http://walgrave.com/resources/
Home Search, Mortgage Calculator, 

School Finder, Utilities, Property Tax info,
Mobile App and More!

 

COMPLETE LIST OF PARTNERS/RESOURCES LOCATED AT WALGRAVE.COM/PARTNERS/

http://www.walgrave.com/resources/


"Our Goal is to provide you with a level of service higher than anyone in the
business. Our future depends on your referrals. We believe if we provide you with

outstanding service, you will refer your friends and family. This is the
foundation of our continuing success.

 
We believe in order to deliver this service to you we must continue to learn,

grow, and change with the Real Estate Industry. Technology, hard work,
honesty and YOU are the future to our business. "

~Walgrave Real Estate Group 

Professional Attitude & Drive
Develop a Strong Partnership
Successful Marketing Plan
Effective Networking Strategies
The Best Financing and Title
Powerful Negotiating Skills
Loyalty & Honesty 

Services we Guarantee

www.Walgrave.com
info@walgrave.com

952-226-7700


